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Welcome to the 12th Women’s U19 World Floorball Championships, held 
from 6 to 10 May 2026 in the Italian cities of Lignano Sabbiadoro and 
Latisana!

Since the very first edition in 2004, the U19 WFC has served as the 
ultimate springboard for emerging talent, uniting the global floorball 
community through youthful energy, skill, and sportsmanship. This 
year, the best 16 nations gather to compete for the ultimate prize, with 
Sweden arriving as the reigning champions following their triumph in 
Lahti, Finland, in 2024.

This tournament marks a highly significant milestone for our hosts. 
While the Italian Floorball Federation has successfully welcomed us for 
several Men’s, Women’s, and U19 qualification events in the past, we 
are thrilled to see them step up to host their very first major IFF final 
tournament. This achievement is a true testament to the hard work, 
dedication, and steady growth of the floorball community in Italy.

The journey to this World Championship has been a truly global one. 
We extend a special acknowledgement to both the teams that qualified 
directly and those that fought fiercely for their places during the 
January and February qualification tournaments held in Mandurah, 
Australia, and Berlin, Germany.

For the IFF, watching these young athletes compete is a powerful 
reminder of why our greatest priority is development. We are actively 
building a sustainable future where all federations—no matter their 
size—can grow and thrive. Through ongoing structural changes and 
the direct support of the 4F (FloorballFitForFuture) programme, we are 
empowering our member associations worldwide.

As we watch the next generation take the court, we are reminded that 
development also means daring to innovate. Whether it is through 
expanding dynamic initiatives like the 3v3 format, or by continuously 
optimising our competition structures and educational systems, 
our shared goal is clear. We must ensure floorball remains vibrant, 
engaging, and ready for the athletes of tomorrow.

On behalf of the International Floorball Federation, I extend my 
deepest gratitude to the Italian Floorball Federation, the Local 
Organising Committee, the host cities, sponsors, and the tireless 
volunteers who have made this historic event possible.

To all the players, coaches, and supporters: embrace this incredible 
experience, uphold the values of fair play, and show us the bright future 
of our sport.

Filip Šuman 
President International Floorball 
Federation

Dear Floorball Friends,

Yours in floorball

Welcome to The Women’s U19 World Floorball 
Championships 2026 in Lignano Sabbiadoro & 
Latisana

A MESSAGE FROM THE IFF PRESIDENT
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Youth floorball and the transformative power of women’s sport are 
coming to Italy, marking a period of extraordinary growth for the 
entire movement – one that goes beyond mere competition to embody 
resilience and courage, transforming sport into a means of freedom 
through which to assert one’s worth.

The inclusion of Italian floorball within the wider family of the 
Italian Hockey Federation and CONI has made it possible to realise 
this dream, harnessing its potential and supporting this major 
organisational structure with vision and the utmost commitment.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the International Floorball 
Federation for entrusting us with this great challenge, and a special 
thank you to the Italian Hockey Federation, its President Sergio 
Mignardi, the local institutions and all the volunteers who, with passion 
and dedication, will help make this event a success of the highest 
organisational standard.

A warm welcome to the athletes and their staff, and to the international 
delegations from 16 nations: for all of them, this World Championship 
represents a great opportunity for sporting growth, competition and 
sharing, but also a unique chance to enjoy an unforgettable experience 
of sport and friendship both on and off the court.

Sonia Sopranzi
President of the FIH Floorball 
Division

WOMEN’S POWER

Youth Floorball and the Rise of Women’s Sport 
in Italy
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It is with great pleasure and deep pride that the Italian Floorball 
Federation welcomes the 2026 Women’s Under-19 Floorball 
World Championship to Italy, an event of significant sporting and 
international importance which, from 6 to 10 May, will see 16 teams 
from all over the world competing in Lignano Sabbiadoro and Latisana. 
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the institutions that have 
made the organisation of this important event possible: the Friuli-
Venezia Giulia Region, the Friuli-Venezia Giulia Regional CONI, and the 
Municipalities of Lignano Sabbiadoro and Latisana for their support, 
collaboration and constant focus on the development of sport in the 
region.

This event represents not only a high-calibre opportunity for young 
elite athletes to compete, but also an experience of great educational 
value for all participants, who will have the opportunity to share values, 
cultures and passions within a highly prestigious international setting. 
At the same time, the World Championships provide a significant 
opportunity to promote the region: delegations and guests will be 
able to discover and appreciate the beauty of Latisana and Lignano 
Sabbiadoro, contributing to the promotion of tourism and culture in 
these towns.

Floorball, a sport that is constantly growing and an integral part of the 
Italian Hockey Federation’s wider family, perfectly embodies the values 
of team sport – “stick, ball and goal” – based on cooperation, respect 
and a sense of belonging. 
On behalf of the Italian Federation, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to everyone who has contributed to the organisation of this 
event, with a special mention for the volunteers, whose commitment 
will be crucial to the success of the competition. A special thank you to 
the President of the International Floorball Federation, Filip Šuman, for 
his trust and collaboration. 
To the participating teams, staff, families and all the fans, I extend my 
warmest wishes for an unforgettable sporting and human experience, 
in the spirit of fair play and the truest values of sport.

Statement by FIH President Sergio Mignardi 
FROM FIH PRESIDENT

Sergio Mignardi
President Federazione Italiana 
Hockey – Floorball – Lacrosse 

Welcome to Italy, and enjoy the World 
Championships, everyone
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It is a great honor for me, as a representative of sport in Friuli Venezia 
Giulia, to welcome you to this prestigious event. Today, we are not 
merely presenting a sporting event; we are kicking off a celebration 
of international youth talent that has once again chosen our region 
and the splendid settings of Lignano Sabbiadoro and Latisana as its 
houses.

Floorball is a constantly growing discipline: dynamic, fast and deeply 
inclusive. Seeing the world’s best Under-19 athletes here is a testament 
to how this sport can unite different nations under the banner of fair 
play and healthy competition.

For our territory, hosting a World Championship is a confirmation of 
our vocation for hospitality. Lignano Sabbiadoro and Latisana, with its 
excellent facilities and organizational capacity, proves once again to be 
an “open-air gym” capable of transforming into a global stage.

A World Championship represents the pinnacle of the youth career for 
these athletes, to whom I address my most important thought: you are 
the protagonists. Bring your determination to the court, but take back 
with you the memory of the beauty and hospitality of our land.

To all of you, I wish a World Championship full of satisfaction and great 
sport.

Where Talent Meets Hospitality
A MESSAGE FROM THE LOCAL AREA

Andrea Marcon
President of the CONI Regional 
Committee for Friuli-Venezia Giulia

Welcome in Friuli Venezia Giulia Region!
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GROUND FLOOR
BELLA ITALIA 
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FIRST FLOOR & TRIBUNE
BELLA ITALIA 
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GROUND FLOOR
LATISANA
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FIRST FLOOR & TRIBUNE
LATISANA
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LOCKER ROOMS

LOCKER ROOMS

BELLA ITALIA

LATISANA



#TAKE
THE
FLOOR

PRACTICE SESSIONS

VENUE A, Lignano Sabbiadoro

OFFICIAL PRACTICE SESSION | 5TH MAY

PRACTICE SESSIONS AT “TEGHIL”

VENUE B, Latisana

9:00 - 9:45

09:45-10:30

10:30-11:15

11:15-12:00

12:00-12:45

12:45-13:30

13:30-14:15

14:15-15:00

15:00-15:45

15:45-16:30

16:30-17:15

17:15-18:00

18:00-18:45

18:45-19:30

09.00-10.00

10.00-11.00

11.00-12.00

12.00-13.00

17.00-18.00

18.00-19.00

FRI 01 SAT 02 SUN 03 MON 04 TUE 05 WED 06 THU 07 FRI 08 SAT 09 SUN 10

Canada

Singapore

Australia

Hungary

Czechia

Norway

Germany

Finland

Sweden

Switzerland

Poland

Slovakia

Italy

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

ITA

DEN

SUI

CAN

GER

NOR

SUI

ITA

GER

SUI

CAN

SUI

SUIDEN

DEN/POL

POL

11:00-12:30

14:00-14:45

15:00-15:45

Latvia

Japan

Denmark

TIME TIMETEAM TEAMDRESSING 
ROOM

DRESSING 
ROOM

T1

T1

T1

T1

T1

T2

T2

T2

T2

T2

T3

T3

T3

T3

T4

T4

T4
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GAME SCHEDULE

BELLA ITALIA, Lignano Sabbiadoro PALAZZETTO DELLO SPORT, Latisana

WED 06.05.2026

THU 07.05.2026

FRI 08.05.2026

SAT 09.05.2026

SUN 10.05.2026

* Italy to play whichever match they are qualified to at this time  |  **If Italy is in either 7th or 9th place match it will be played in this venue at this time

Changes due to TV or organiser needs may affect the schedule.
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DRESSING ROOM SCHEDULE

BELLA ITALIA, Lignano Sabbiadoro PALAZZETTO DELLO SPORT, Latisana

WED 06.05.2026

THU 07.05.2026

FRI 08.05.2026

SAT 09.05.2026

SUN 10.05.2026

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1 T1

T1

T2 T2

T2 T2

T2 T2

T2 T2

T2

T2 T2

T2 T2

T2 T2

T2 T2

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3 T3

T3

T4 T4

T4 T4

T4 T4

T4 T4

T4

T4 T4

T4 T4

T4 T4

T4 T4
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CAPTAIN’S MEETING

TECHNICAL INFORMATIONS

OPENING CEREMONY

MEDIA INFORMATION

IFF MOBILE APP

LIVESTREAMS

TEAM MEDIA 
ATTACHÉS

5 May 2026 | 20:00 | LIGNANO SABBIADORO

Opening cermony will take place before the CAN v ITA game. 

Teams attendance is not obligatory. 

Canada and Italy will be asked to end their warm-up 20 min before 
the match start time.

IFF and LOC rely on the teams to follow all instructions as requested 
with the media and to be open and helpful to media representatives. 
When posting about the event please use: #floorball #TakeTheFloor 
#u19wfc2026

MIXED ZONE

After the match all the players and coaches will exit the arena 
through the Mixed Zone. TV journalists have the right to interview 
first. NO cool-down on the court after the match. 

The IFF Media Platform / App is  a great communication tool for 
the IFF, teams, floorball fans, member associations and all those 
involved in the sport, helping you follow each international game 
even more.

It is available for iOS and Android, as well as a web-browser version.

https://app.floorball.sport 

All livestreams will be behind a paywall. A single game will cost 7.99e 
for the group and play-off matches and 9.99e for the semi-finals and 
medal game. A finals pass (semis and medal matches) is 12.99e and a 
full event pass (all games) is 19.99e. All highlights will be for free. 

Your designated team media attachés have access to the team areas 
anytime within 90 minutes prior to your match start and up to 60mins 
after your match ends

The access is strictly limited to their own team’s locker room

It is up to each team to decide with their media attaché as to when 
you will let them (within the allowed time) access the locker room and 
what activities they are allowed to carry out while they are there (eg. 
interviews, video filming etc)

DRESSING ROOM ACCESS FOR TV

Even if they are accredited media, permission for any TV company to 
access your locker room must be requested from & approved by the 
IFF

The Host Broadcaster may request access to a team’s dressing room 
to show pre-match preparations. This will be coordinated with each 
team by the IFF & LOC media staff

https://app.floorball.sport  
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FILMING OF THE 
MATCHES

DOPING CONTROL

CONCUSSION 
TESTING

Filming of any part of the matches by accredited team members 
is strictly forbidden. Only the approved media may film matches. 
Any teams/team members found to be recording matches will be 
breaking IFF rules, and will risk having their accreditation taken 
away as well as having monetary fines imposed upon them and their 
Association

GAME RECORDINGS

All match videos, highlights, and coach camera footage will be 
available to teams via dropbox link (provided to teams in 3rd Team 
information letter).

Match recordings and coach camera footage should be available 
approx. 1hr after each game, highlights approx. 2-3hrs. 

THERAPEUTIC USE EXEMPTION (TUE)

Players taking prohibited medication should already have applied for 
a TUE. 

Late TUEs can be submitted at anytime, but must be accompanied 
by a sanction fee of 300 CHF.

Approval of TUEs is not immediate – they must be reviewed by the 
IFF Medical Committee so can take time to be processed so players 
without a TUE participate at their own risk.

If players need medical attention during the event, please ensure 
that they check with the doctor treating them that any medications 
they receive are not prohibited

The IFF has published Concussion Guidelines and a Concussion 
Recognition Tools. 

Concussion is a type of brain injury that occurs from a knock to 
the head or body. Recognising concussion is critical to ensure 
appropriate management and prevention of further injury. 

The Concussion Recognition Tool quick field test is recommended 
to help decide the status (return to play or further evaluation by 
medical professional utilising SCAT 5 Concussion Recognition Tool)

Copies of the quick field test checklist will be available at the match 
secretariat. Please ensure your team medical staff are informed of 
this. 

ANTI-DOPING & MEDICAL 
INFORMATIONS
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TRANSPORTS

LOCKER ROOMS

FIRST AID

EXTRA ACTIVITIES

HOSPITAL “BEATA 
VERGINE DELLE 
GRAZIE”

Arrival & departure transport schedules to/from airports has been 
fixed and agreed with teams. Transportation to/from Palasport 
Latisana has been fixed. Departure point from Bella Italia Village is 
Le Vele hotel.

First aid providers, driver and ambulance available in each venue.

Locker rooms will change during the tournament. The locker room 
plan is available on the noticeboard at the athlete’s entrance.

Access to the locker room is allowed from 90 minutes before the 
beginning of the match. Teams must leave the locker room no more 
than 45 minutes after the end of the match.

Via Sabbionera 45,  Latisana - 17 km from Bella Italia Village

Bella Italia EFA Village offers extra activities at no extra cost, e.g.:

Fitness centre

Indoor and outdoor swimming pools

Outdoor walks within Bella Italia or to the beach

Electronic keys that open the gate to access the beach will be 
available at the reception by leaving a deposit of 10 Euro.

LOCAL ORGANISATION
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REFEREE INSTRUCTIONS
FLUENCY AND 
FLOATING OF THE 
GAME

COMMUNICATION

STRICT TOWARDS

MATCH PENALTIES

MATCH PENALTIES

REFEREE COACH

LEAVING THE 
SUBSTITUTION ZONE 
TO ENGAGE IN AN 
ALTERCATION

Please work together with us to keep 
your players in the substitution zone. 

Avoid long breaks or interruptions

Strict against any incorrect waste of time

Use advantage according to promote a floating game

In the game = needed amount but not breaking the game fluency

During intermissions = only in the corridors, not on the field of play

After the game = willingness to discuss & develop the sport together 
with the teams

Physical / verbal abuse – from anyone towards anyone

Tackles / physical offences to head, knees or when a player has 
no possibility/intention to play the ball in accordance with the IFF 
physical play guidelines

All offences “after the situation” or “off-the-ball”

Misconduct of all kinds

Match penalty if a player leaves the substitution zone and 
participates in an altercation

All match penalties except Technical match penalty -> 1 game 
automatic suspension

The IFF expects players & team officials to show respect to the 
referees at all times. No shouting at the referees during or after the 
game. If something needs to be discussed with the referees (and 
the referees feel it is appropriate) then it can be done during the 
intermissions or after the game, and away from the rink.

Any abuse of the referees will be harshly dealt with by the Event 
Disciplinary Function. 

Referee coaches are in the arena after each game.

The list of daily referee nominations is available from the match 
secretariat each morning.

The goal -> Players should stay in the substitution zone when there is 
an altercation. 

Engaging -> Physically or verbally with an opponent or approaches 
the referees

No additional offence has to be committed – The bar is set very low

Match penalty -> 1 game automatic suspension. 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
MATCH SECRETARIAT, TEAM 
LISTS & LINE-UPS

BEFORE THE MATCH

AFTER THE MATCH

CHANGING THE 
PLAYER

SHIRT NUMBERS

OFFICIAL TEAM LIST - includes all players (20) and officials (10) 
from your team list. Only 5 officials may participate to the match – 
please remember to cross off those not in the match

TEAM LINE-UP FORM - every player on the team list must be 
included to the line-up form. Your first line as shown on the form will 
be the line-up that is announced by the match speaker before the 
start of the game

Team list & line-up form must be handed in to the match secretariat 
NO LATER THAN 60 MINS before the start of the match

Official team lists and the team line up forms will be available 
tomorrow at the match secretariat before your first match.

At the end of the match, the team manager must go to the match 
secretariat table. The match record will be printed and signed by the 
referees and then the team managers

Teams can receive a copy of the match record at the match 
secretariat upon request.

Requests for changes to the list must be made in writing to the 
IFF (competition@floorball.sport). Requests should state why a 
player needs to be changed, which player is being removed and 
which player (from the emergency list) shall be added to the team. 
Instructions on accreditation pick-up and new team lists will be given 
once the change is confirmed

Shirt numbers should remain the same for each player during the 
event, but if for some reason you need to change a number this must 
be advised to either the IFF or match secretariat at least 60mins 
prior to a match. The earlier the better
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BEFORE MATCHES

AFTER MATCHES

Teams take position facing each other

The LOC will award the “Player of the match” for each team. The 
chosen players will be requested by the match speaker to step 
forward to recive the prize and then stay for photo.

The team thank each other and immediatly leave the court through 
the Mixed Zone

TIME TO GO BEFORE 
MATCH STARTS

WHAT TO DO

+ 0:01

+ 0:02

+ 0:03

Warm-up starts after the previous match ends. The teams from the 
previous match must leave the playing area before the warm-up can 
begin. If court is ready earlier than this time then teams can start 
warm-up once given okay by LOC.

End of the warm-up (signal given by Match Secretariat)

Teams are ready at the team entrance, captains in front, with players 
lined up behind them in number order (lowest to highest)

Teams enter the rink, WALKING Referees are announced and move 
from match secretariat to centre of court between the teamsThe 
teams and referees stand lined up, facing the main TV camera. 

Flag bearer will move to a spot in front of the team. Teams stand 
facing this flag bearer.National anthems are played (Away team first)

Quick warm-up and final team preparations

Starting line-ups are announced. Away team first, starting with GK, 
then defenders, centre & forwards

The Match will start

TIME TO GO BEFORE 
MATCH STARTS

WHAT TO DO

0:45

0:15

0:09

0:08

0:07

0:03

0:03

0:00

CEREMONIES
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BEFORE MATCHES
BELLA ITALIA

AFTER MATCHES
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BEFORE MATCHES

AFTER MATCHES

LATISANA
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CONTACTS AND ROLES
John Liljelund

Blanka Benyo

Tero Kalsta

Monika Kraus

Sarah Mitchell

Mari Myllärinen

Anna Racz

James Varecka

Luca Soranzio

Jorgen Olshov

Leonardo Lanzoni

Alessio Gallino

Bjorn Widen

Martina Falchi

Ilaria Soranzio

Sonia Sopranzi

Zane Klabere

Petr Chvojka

Meelike Terasmaa

Beat Wullschleger

IFF Secretary General

IFF Operations Coordinator

IFF Sales Manager

IFF Competition Coordinator

IFF Event Manager

IFF Communication Specialist

IFF Media Assistant

IFF Media Coordinator

Chairman

Finance

Venues

Ticket Sales & Ceremonies

Logistics (transport/accomm.)

Social Media

Social media / graphics

Volunteers

Jury Chair

Jury Member

Jury Member

Jury Member

liljelund@floorball.sport

benyo@floorball.sport

kalsta@floorball.sport

kraus@floorball.sport

mitchell@floorball.sport

myllarinen@floorball.sport

racz@floorball.sport

varecka@floorball.sport

luca.soranzio@gmail.com

divisionefloorball@federhockey.it

l.lanzoni@informatica.aci.it

alessiogallino@gmail.com

floorball.event@federhockey.it

martinafalchi05@gmail.com 

ilaria.soranzio@gmail.com

ssopranzi@hotmail.com

IFF

LOC

JURY

Therese Jensen

Juhani Kirves

Mattias Linell

Urs Elmer

Head of the Referees

Referee Coach

Referee Coach

Referee Coach

REFEREE MANAGEMENT

Barbora Beranova

Lucie Hejnova

Nikola Husakova

Vaclav Patera

Alejandro de Santisteban

Juan Marin Esponera

Jussi Kanerva

Janne Virta

Alberto Coduto

Roland	de Conno Pobitzer

Daniel	Hultberg

Edo Sabanovic

Ales Krzic

Tilen Vehovec

Christian Friemel

Erik Hasselberg

IFF REFEREES
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